
 

Women in Jesus time 

 

Jesus loved women and treated them with great respect and dignity.  The value of women that 

permeates the New Testament isn’t found in the Greco-Roman culture or the cultures of other 

societies. 

 

The following quotes are from this article: https://bible.org/article/christianity-best-thing-ever-

happened-women which is worth reading to find out more about how Jesus treated women. 

 

In ancient Greece, a respectable woman was not allowed to leave the house unless she was 

accompanied by a trustworthy male escort. A wife was not permitted to eat or interact with male 

guests in her husband’s home; she had to retire to her woman’s quarters. Men kept their wives under 

lock and key, and women had the social status of a slave. Girls were not allowed to go to school, and 

when they grew up they were not allowed to speak in public. Women were considered inferior to men.  

 

The status of Roman women was also very low. Roman law placed a wife under the absolute control of 

her husband, who had ownership of her and all her possessions. He could divorce her if she went out 

in public without a veil. A husband had the power of life and death over his wife, just as he did his 

children. As with the Greeks, women were not allowed to speak in public. 

 

Jewish women, as well, were barred from public speaking. The oral law prohibited women from 

reading the Torah out loud. Synagogue worship was segregated, with women never allowed to be 

heard. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fbible.org%2Farticle%2Fchristianity-best-thing-ever-happened-women&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzdePyeKNNHcZ-6J6pGBAKCIhqKRjA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fbible.org%2Farticle%2Fchristianity-best-thing-ever-happened-women&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzdePyeKNNHcZ-6J6pGBAKCIhqKRjA

